
SEVIUII RI\iDIt CO}I'IISSIONEIT'

NICIIFIIILD, UT,AJI

January 28, 1975

I'lr. Dee Ilansen
Utah Statc Drgineer
442 State Capitol
SaIt Lake CitY, Utah 84114

Re: Sevier Reservoir Acbninistration
(n"pfy to Ietter clatecl I-9-75-fron, 

ThorPe l{actdinghanr)

Dear Mr. Ilanscn:

This letter is rr,ritten in reply to your request for a reply to I'lr' Thorpe

t/adrlinglrarnrs letter dated January 9r I9?5 cctncerning regulation and ad'urinistration

of .the Upper: Sevier River. lvith clirect rcference to this letter, r would lil<e tcr

make the forrorving conunents concerning the content antl arrigations set forth the'r'ciI'

I rnust agree with the general concern of the lettcr in that one of thc nrost

important clements concer'ing the adni'istrertiou of a river systcnt is that of pru'er

recor.d keeping of the rcatcrs involvecl thcrein. These records are an i'ntegral part

of a water right and are e\rery bit as inrportant as the actual certificate of rgater:

rights rcccived. frorn the State Engincer giving a legal right to d'ivert and usc the

water in the State of Utah. I rsill also agree that records of rgater cleliverics are

necessary to make intelligent anticipations of lsaier cleliverics for the upcolnirlg

rater years. But, f must disagrec as to the urgency and necessity of a total and

conprehensive water delivery record, involving the preceding yeart being in hrrnd

before any intelligcnt anticipation o{ rvater plan tleliveries ctrn be rnade for

quantities of rvater deliveries for the upcoming'r*ater year' Tn fact' r'ery }ittlc

of the information found. in the Sevier Ri'r,er Cotnntissionerrs Alnual Report is

necessary to anticipate rvater deliveries for the upconring rater irear. And furthcrt

the recortls ryill point out that any forcasts as to upcotniug water d'eliveries ntadc

prior to the beginning of theIsater yearr siDce I have bcen irtvolved rvith the

delivery of rvaters of the Scvier River, have been mercly fo::casts and in all cascst

have beeD off in the actual anor:.nt of watcr: being tlelivcred or transferrecl'

Wrat I arn basically pointing out, that it has been nty ulclerstanding that tltc

Lover Conurissioner, }lr. Roger \{allier, .has received frorn nle rlecessary in{orntatiotr

tlrroughout thc year to properly a&ninistcr his portion of the rivert and that otr

many occasions rne Save made lorcast conccrning fttturc regulations in order that' thc

waters of tle Sevier River could be regulatcd an<l control]ed. as close as possible'

r anr not ilrplying by thc above statcrucnts that r have been clclinclucnt in furrrishiDg



U

total records on the Sevicr River according to the tinte frane as.establishetl by the

Statc Dngineer. r'.o*F€r'meqoo*Rs4ryrtqi'*tr*1,*re

been-deild,squsn#-on,-s s'ryrtrffieerr:irlstiffiI-entu1*iq-3qssi1g

amp . Im"-fao6p&-f,e6rlodh5$q1€dg'1'5

sre-bermeflt$#'srtffiffiryropeFlyr"sed*sI*i*.Iyt-'*ecsrd B:Fwce

f
I voulrl also, at this time, Iike to point out a fallacy in the ope::ation of the

waters of the Sevier River. fhat faltacy is that the Lorser River conrmissioner is

responsible for all calculations regarding rvatcr deliveries through the Sevier Il'iver

Drainage system ancl that the Lor*'er commissioner regulates and directs the rnanner in

r,,hich the upper sevj.er River commissioner regulates rvaters in his zonc' It is as

uruch of importance to the clelivery of waters throughout the Sevier Rivcr for the

hdld.criref.fi,gtfes."?ihd*pfilftEilf'n t$-h^IJol1'€Erkcoruuiss"i'ons't:v**s"

So ommissiu,n d,Iresn*J'sQnld**f,u9]u*ib €rr

anct i{r4g-my.:eol-lng ed rl=kar€-f,bp

.respons#ffii*y.-of.*th'e*tipper*sevier*Itiver.4o'mi..esi''one+*am&*nst-+ha't*of*ueeJ'orrsr

€evie.s4,iiveqr.4ormnissi-one.r. In fact, it is of more importance to the Upper Sevier

lliver Conrnissioner flrat these records and calculations be made by him because the

r,,aters of the Lorver Zone are first priority rr'ater, and- are therefore ulder a

guarantecd basis. wrat better forcast potential is thcle than a guaranteed rvater

right? The first prior:ity water nlrst be nade up fron waters in the upper zonc'

Tlris is before any vaters can be stored or cleliverecl in the Upper Zone' The Upper

Cou'uissio'er is responsible for these rvaters anrl must accorrnt any relca"e" utdr/or

any renraining rvaters. The ilnportance that is placecl on these transfers and the

responsibility connected vith it is obvious'

I also feel very strongly that the proper coopcration betr''een the Ilpper

and Lorger corrunissioncr on the seYier River is irnportant in the itelivery of the waters

tlrroughout tlie Sevier River ' i&o&ca*f*'eL'*lea&ctalongly**liat*"au;*+eques''t'*{or'rinsor-

.{ilati.{,nrtttlil[€EffrhE*tworyorurd*siengql8sstr6rr],d'-ori'gi*ate*frrorFEand.'4lrreorrgh'-'thLr-River

comrni-s*i.onear. This is necessary because thc rnost comprehensive leviert and expranation

of any \\ater reco::cls has to originate through the River Cotrunissioltcrsr due to the

fact grat the Con,nissioners are the only ones that have a l:asic fceliilg for thc actual

'roblenrs 
in'orved in the adninistration of the r,caters of the sevicr River. r riligltt

adtl that I will reply to any recluest for infortnation floln any and all sources attrl

that it need not be handrcrl througlr the Statc Engincer to obtain thc sattte rcsttrts'
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f an greatly disappointed in the r"ater users of the Lorver Sevicr Iliver in that

tbcy fecl it neccssary to again direct correspondence to you rvhen a sinrplc lcttcr
or phone call direct to ne tvou}d have obtained the sa:ne results. Ilorvever, thcy fecl
it necessary and in ansrser to the direct questions regarding the regulation rvaters

in the Upper Sevier River, f respectfully submit the follorving information:

Itern l. Holdover cred.its in the Upper Zone, remaining at the end of 1971-74
r.-

irrigation season - This infonlation can be found in Attachuent I'Arrr title
rrWater Surunarl' as of 0ctober ltr, as submitted to the rvater users in tbe Upper

Zone. I would lilie to clarify tr,'o-el-eutents of itttportance rvith reference to this

vater sunuuary. Tbese elentents are: *dqFsd, ltmm"*Ot
whereas thi4sfu+sc$ \Fsi*Equas*co{}$*}yfiC*feet. This leavesaa.

gi.Dg'*iiCI".Birrtetrlesc,*gqir, but b*in4*siioxed

*r"€t+dr.5Qree'k;fl€r.seir."vcir; anil semndtry. ldo-vgn"caediisdlf."trhc

UpJrc**fl;6n6.t*o*,f-$e-ioDerJ*lqg.r-'g,-34,.S35*i].g*,*S.99.t. :ns.*'siqnqd

.a{F+,hatsi}iineailex&*93f,*.50.g,e-*{e.aJ*ai*xiaicl0r f'"1s7*til5.aca f eet of

water allorvecl as holdover credits but not presenl, jn the leservoirs. A portion of

this water is acioUntabl"CJOf"*i.u-rninrell*-U r but tl+e'qnatio

i€l.d{nrnd"rdj:n4$e6iri-€.r"4$rridge*rRe-ser-v ulating-str'eau.

It shoulrl bc pointed. out that if the regulation stream is not transferrable rluring

t}1e I9?5 irrigation season, this aruoult of rsater rvould still renrain as a credit to

tho Uppcr Zone anrl until the water was transferred to Piute Reservoir or lost due

to the fitling of the Sevier Briclge Reservoir, the A-L regulation strearn credits

woulrl not be deducted frolr the holdover cretlits of the A-L'water users.

ftem 2. Did Conrmissioner l{hitecl ad-urinister the storage rvaters in Piute ll,eservoir

and gttcr Crcek Reservoir during Lhe 1971-74 inigation season - The ans\trer to this

question is obviously, yes, as it is inrpossible to clelivcr any waters in the Sevier

River rgithout proper regulation of the trgo storage rescrvoirs involved. in the r"ater

systern. And, as is pointed out above, at the end of the irrigation seasoltr clue to

the regllation of the Piute Reservoir, a quantity of water belonging to Piute

Reservoir \{as containecl in 0tter Creek I?,eservoir. T}ris water has been itlcDtified

an6 is available for delivery to tlie Piute system and in no way infects the con-

tinuity a1d. calcllations involvcd in the propcr delivery of rvaters to the Propcr

owrers.

-3-



Itcrn J. Rcfcrencc to holdover creclits itr thc Upper Zone being in ercess of thc

physical available water in Piute and 0ttcr creek Reservoir -
ou#4*enoJ,as*i.oair*ri,et6kep-edqno*."oonsutti.ug.,.a.'Rilrrsrs"Goruniseias,e-n{df.ar""am-expl iUiatiOlr

b+forc""Soing If this rn'ould ltave been

d.one, this itenr woqld not havc been a concern. The 1972 hoftlover cred.its in the

Upper Zone include hold.orrer credits in Sevier Briclge of 41598 ac. ft. The water r+as

allottecl according to the 1972 holclover credits. Any overage difference between

holdover and the physical r+ater is rcferred to as bool< l<eeping r"ater to allorv for any

losses in transfers and prolonged holdover in Sevie.r Britlge lieservoir. ln I97j

the sa:ne condition existed exccpt thc 0tter Crecli Ilescrvoir fillctl to capacity ancl

aII hotclover credits rrrerc ttwiped outrr. fho tu="tvoir water 1'/as then reallocated

as per orr'nership in 0tter Creel< Rcservoir. -tal*droldnrrer

i+n-eonrpanS6*one-*nrrs4-iwss tiga*e.+ ndrti ne'lud s,,rthe

rheJsloo,ep"sr€di,ts*€Tailablt:td-blie'-tfftgtttbr"s:in*atr:1-.tlu:e.p+rnAiorrus.tO]la$C,J-Qpeqv.g,irs

ied,liA*'Sev.i.ersllLve+.Sy-sLln..t In 1972 the gross holdover crcclit for the A-L users

in Scvier BIicIge Resen'oirlas 4rJ!8 ac. ft. ln l97j the gross holdover credit in thc

Sevj.er Bridgc Reservoir for A-L users rsas IIr0lr0 ac. ft. IIact the reservoir not filledt
ancl it rvas physically impossible to transfer the regulating streams during the precetliug

year, any deficit in the hold.over credits founrl in the Upper Zotre would Lre nade up

through the transfer of the regulation r+ater. If the rcservoirs hacl not filletl ancl

the regulation strean could not be physically transferred, then the holdover credit
r*'ould rernain in Sevier Bridge Ileservoil unti.l the prcceding year. If for sone physical

reason the A-L regulation cledits in Sevier Bridge Reservoir rvere Iost, then that

auorrnt of rvater rvoulcl be derlucted. fron the holdover cred.its in the Upper Zone.

ft is obvious that the requested inforrnation is neccssary to contpute the amoult

of physical r,'ater r*hich rvould have been in Piute Rescrvoir at any given time.

hrrther nlore, these conrputations are necessary to detennine when and in r"hat anounts

water should. be re*eased+f+e'rn-'Fiute-Ress'r'voi,rJ.o-S.91ij,9,I*Dr'idge-Ja.sexys"iJ.a*i4*g$er

4€Fp{'o?enly-.admini.s'ter^tJrp-+q+lg-T-s*g,lJbe*Sev.ier-RiYer=in'"'eoflforrnity*r*j.ih-aespeci"'ive

Biglrts*.6g'*eetr*-forth*tir-the-{ox'Decre e . rlfor,'everr i*>s'hou}dfFFlf6ttil*thefTbf*'th'd

fss*--folr:=.Vearcr.-€6'rrier*Sriclge-- Reservoir.Jrasr,beerF.ahead.,,of .'Pr'rrte"-Resdffoir''in ' priority,

esd-.P.iute*5.rigalion.-.Coupauy. has-been-alLowed.^-Joo-us.e.,aI l*of*'.f,he^.uater-."i-f,'-eould- physically

(grpltrr.e*o.D*,use*iJL-g.its.*eaual-tnsanrd.-qtra.ne;*,iue*,has=,+rater-been'-due'"Sevi'er^Br-i.dge-'Reser:vo.in

Slgn*tbe,JJpP -c-r-Zo ne-
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have erplainctl my reasoning behintl the regulation of the Upper Zone. Butt

ier-"an*-holrtl0.f€lFUttttftyb efficggr*{+&l&e?E*rd.ruy-

sc.If,. F*raw-teea-erryplyi$g**,ot'a @r
quined..

d-hffid.
To assure the lower users and the State Ergineer that the rvater of the Upper

Sevier rr,as adminstrated. properly, I r,'iII reconpute. the holclover rvater for the

years in question antl submit a conected surmary in the l!/4 report.

f hope this letter has ansrvered the questions concerning the regulation of

the Uppcr Sevier River and has given Jrou a better unrlerstantling of the proper

adrninistration of the said Sevi"t Ri""" Drainage

Il,e spe ctful lY Your:s t

Bruce l{hited

BW: jn


